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Helicosphaera ampliaperta BRAMLETTE & WILCOXON, 1967 

Description: 

Figs. 1-4- Helicosphaera ampliaperta BRAMLETTE & WILCOXON, 
n. sp. (1) distal view, TTOC 178888, holotype, U.S .N.M. 
650 678, (2) long axis 15° clockwise to crossed nicols, (3) long 
axis 52° clockwise to crossed nicols, (4) proximal view, TTOC 

178888 paratype, U .S.N.M. 650 679. x 2700. 

This unusual form of the genus is nearly oval in outline, normally showing little of the terminal 
flare of the larger (distal) shield, and with no bridge in the large oval central opening. There 
is thus superficial similarity to occasional specimens of other species which have had the central 
bar broken out. Lack of any central bar is evident in that a population includes none with a 
bar, nor any irregularity around the peripheral edge of the central opening. Close observation 
is thus needed to identify many of the smaller specimens. Length 7-12 fl· 

Remarks: 

This distinctive species is not easily recognized as belonging to the genus, except in side view, 
or by the characteristic extinction lines between crossed nicols in plan view. It is, however, 
stratigraphically very significant because of its wide geographic and rather restricted time range. 

Type level: 

Middle Tertiary. 

Distribution: Common in the Globigerinatella insueta Zone, with distinctly smaller specimens 
fairly common in the underlying Catapsydrax stainforthi and rare in the Catapsydrax dissimilis 
Zones of the Cipero section. Also present in the lower part of the type Langhian and uppermost 
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<< Aquitaniano )) of Sacco in the Scrivia river section of northern Italy, in Tertiary e 4-5 of Indo
nesia, and in the Relizian Stage of California. 

Type locality: 

Cipero section, Trinidad. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: U.S.N.M. 650 678, TTOC 178888; paratype: U.S.N.M. 
650 679, TTOC 178888. 

Author: 

Bramlette M. N. and Wilcoxon J. A., 1967, p. 105; pl. 6, figs. 1-4. 

Reference: 

Middle Tertiary calcareous nannoplankton of the Cipero section, Trinidad, W. I. Tulane Studies 
in Geology, vol. 5, n° 3, pp. 93-131, pls. 1-10. 
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